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Unit 01, Class 28

The Pace of Change Quickens
Purpose: Is change better slow or fast?

Part One: Change in Europe
Section A: Europe in 1760 and 1812 and 1816
Examine the maps below. What geographic impact did the French Revolution and Napoleon have on the 
geography of Europe?
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Section B: Social Changes 
After viewing the two video clips, assess the changes in social class introduced by the French Revolution.
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Part Two: Differing Views on Change 
Section A: Age of Ideologies
Examine the sections in the textbook on conservative and liberal.  List the ideas for each ideology.
  Conservatives and the Old Order, Ellis, P. 518
  The Liberal and Nationalist Challenge, Ellis p. 519
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Activities:
1.Fill in the blanks with “left” or “right.”

a. Conservatives are to the __________ of liberals.

 Radical Liberal Moderate Conservative     Reactionary 
 Left    Middle          Right

b. Radicals are to the __________ of liberals.

c. Reactionaries are to the __________ of conservatives.

d. The most extreme _________ist are the reactionaries.
2. Where do you think you fall on the Political Spectrum? Place yourself on the political spectrum.  
Place three other people of your choice on the spectrum.  Be prepared to explain why you placed that 
person there.

Section B: The Spectrum of Change
Like everything else concerning the way people live, governments change over time.  The changes take different 
forms.  New laws are passed; new leaders are chosen.  A person inherits a throne; a leader is forced to leave the 
country.  All political changes can be put into categories.  Categories can be evolutionary — slow, gradual, taking 
place step by step over many years, perhaps centuries.  Or, they can be revolutionary — sudden, complete, vio-
lent, taking place over a few years.  In evolutionary change, the political system is legally modified, reformed.  In 
revolutionary change, it is destroyed and replaced.
 For the purpose of discussing political change, it is useful to agree on the definition of certain terms.  The terms 
can have a variety of meanings in difference context.
 Great Britain has undergone a gradual restructuring of its government from the middle Ages to the present.  
This was evolutionary change.  On the other hand, France experienced revolution.  This happened not once, but 
several times in its history.  The most famous French Revolution occurred between 1789 and 1799, just after the 
American Revolution.

 Radical Liberal Moderate Conservative     Reactionary 
 Left    Middle          Right

The Political Spectrum


